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I am delighted to introduce you to my first ever solo exhibition, ‘Wider
Horizons’. I count myself extremely lucky to have been able to travel
the world and capture breathtaking wildlife in sculpture, uniting two
great passions; the magic of transforming my original models into
permanence, and the beauty of the natural world.

Observing and sculpting from life has allowed me to interpret the
character and movement of the extraordinary animals on show here;
from the thriving European bison of Germany, to the lions and giraffes
in Africa, to the British birdlife closer to home. 

I created many of these bronzes in the wild, sculpting small plasticine
studies only a few metres away from my subjects, working in silence so
as not to disturb them. Sculpting a lioness in the flesh, for example,
requires a sense of urgency and quickness of hand that has developed
into a more impressionistic surface, which I hope captures the
immediacy and exhilaration that I felt in those moments. I then
completed these sculptures back in my London studio and cast them
into bronze at the foundry. 

The process of bronze casting never ceases to amaze me, and I'm
fortunate to work with an elite team at the foundry who help ensure
every detail and gesture of my original works is captured in the final
bronze. I am so pleased to be able to share them with you in this
exhibition and I’m sincerely grateful for your support.

-Charlie Smith
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

103cm Length, 23cm Height, 14cm Depth

Sprinting Cheetah Pair1
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

44cm Width, 40cm Height, 30cm Depth

Cape Buffalo Bust2.

Mounted on a bronze plinth
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

52cm Length, 25cm Height, 12cm Depth

Walking Lion3.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 9

83cm Length, 12cm Height, 9cm Depth

Teamwork (Wild Dog Pack)4.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

28cm Height, 28cm Width, 19cm Depth

Lioness Head5.
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White Bronze Edition of 6, Bronze Edition of 12

46cm Length, 47cm Height, 15cm Depth

Walking Giraffe6 & 7 .

White Bronze: the bronze used to cast this giraffe has
a very high nickel content - which creates a silver
appearance
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

45cm Length, 22cm Height, 10cm Depth

Walking Cheetah8.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

22cm Width, 32cm Height, 25cm Depth

Cheetah Head9.

Mounted on a bronze plinth

19





Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

60cm Length, 35cm Height, 28cm Depth

Bull Elephant10.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

83cm Width, 56cm Height, 30cm Depth

Landing Barn Owl11.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

41cm Length, 44cm Height, 28cm Depth

Bellowing Stag12.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 9

60cm Length, 38cm Height, 23cm Depth

European Bison13.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12 

44cm Length, 14cm Height, 52cm Width

Swan Take Off14.
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White Bronze

Limited Edition of 12 

44cm Length, 14cm Height, 52cm Width

Swan Take Off15.





Bronze

Limited Edition of 25

35cm Height, 12cm Width, 10cm Depth

Robin16.
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Bronze

Limited Edition of 12

60cm Height, 36cm Width, 32cm Depth

Woodcock Full Flight17.
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Woodcock during the patination stage at the foundry
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Title

Sprinting Cheetah Pair
Cape Buffalo Bust
Walking Lion
Teamwork (Wild Dog Pack)
Lioness Head
Walking Giraffe
Walking Giraffe
Walking Cheetah
Cheetah Head
Bull Elephant
Landing Barn Owl
Bellowing Stag
European Bison
Swan Take Off
Swan Take Off
Robin
Woodcock Full Flight

Dimensions (cm)

103 x 23 x 14
44 x 40 x 30
52 x 25 x 12
83 x 12 x 9
28 x 28 x 19
46 x 47 x 15
46 x 47 x 15
45 x 22 x 10
32 x 25 x 22
60 x 35 x 28
83 x 56 x 30
41 x 44 x 26
60 x 38 x 23
44 x 14 x 52
44 x 14 x 52
35 x 12 x 10
60 x 32 x 36

Edition

12
12
12
9
12
12
6
12
12
12
12
12
9
12
6
25
12

Medium

Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
White Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
White Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
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I was incredibly fortunate to sculpt and observe many of the animals in this exhibition in Sosian, Kenya, a 24,000 acre wildlife ranch in
Laikipia. This magical place was developed and co-owned by Tristan Voorspuy until his tragic death in 2017.

The Tristan Voorspuy Conservation Trust was launched in 2019 to promote conservation, education and sustainability in Eastern Africa.
The Trust aims to honour Tristan's love of all wildlife by continuing his philanthropic legacy and conservation efforts by supporting
causes that were key to his beliefs. This involves the support of many charities with operational foundations, backing them up in the
endeavour to create a harmonious co-existence between wildlife and humans.

5% of the total sale of all works in this exhibition will be donated to the TVCT in order to help support various projects across Kenya.
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Biography

Charlie Smith is a British Sculptor who specialises in capturing the
character and movement of animals in bronze. Born in 1990,
Charlie has completed over 100 unique commissions for private
collectors around the world, most notably a portrait sculpture of
President Obama's dog Bo in the Summer of 2021.

With minimal formal training, Charlie has honed his skill through a
commitment to studying and observing animals in their natural
environment. Brought up in Dorset, England, he developed a keen
eye for the horse and quickly received commissions throughout
the UK.

Charlie's limited edition sculptures are known for their painterly
textured surface, with a combination of detail and gesture that
conveys movement and character, helping to bring each animal to
life.

Where possible, Charlie likes to utilise bronze's high tensile
strength, as well as its ability to be manipulated into deep and
striking patination finishes.
 
Charlie is based in London, where he works from his studio in
Queen’s Park. 
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Recent Commissions

Charlie regularly takes commissions throughout the year,
capturing  many much loved animals in bronze.

Last year Charlie was commissioned by Ambassador James
Costos and Michael Smith to sculpt Bo, President Obama's
Portuguese Water Dog, which they presented to the Obama family
in the Summer of 2021.

Other recent commissions include a 1/4 life size study of a
Württemberg horse for James Anderson and Steven Gambrel, and
a life-size bust of a Salers Bull who resides in Normandy, for
Count and Countess Edouard de Boigelin.
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Bronze Casting
I am fortunate to work with a highly skilled team at Morris Singer Foundry who ensure that all of my sculptures are cast in bronze to the highest standard.
Each sculpture goes through several stages; from mould making to patinating. This labour intensive process remains little unchanged after several
thousand years.

Stage 1: Mould Making

Charlie first sculpts the original work, which is usually plasticine or clay.
First, an aluminium or steel armature is created which is proportional to the
animals skeleton. Once complete, the original clay is taken to Morris Singer
foundry where a rubber mould is taken. This picks up all the detail of the original
and consists of different sections, each contained in their own plaster jacket.
 

Stage 2: Wax Casting and Chasing

The two halves of the rubber mould are separated, and the original plasticine
portrait is then removed from inside. Then the mould is put together, and wax
poured in to give an even thin coating of wax a quarter of an inch thick. After the
wax has cooled, the rubber mould is separated, leaving the wax cast from each
half. Then the wax is removed from the rubber mould and seamlines removed.
Charlie then works the original wax to make any further adjustments to the
sculpture and sign the work.

Stage 3: Runners and Risers

Wax sprues are added to the sculpture and a large cup is attached at one end
which will receive the molten bronze when poured. The placement of the sprues
allows the molten bronze to flow through these areas once the pour is made.

Stage 5: Metal Casting

A secondary mould is taken around the wax, by dipping the wax in a liquid binder
solution, called "slurry". In addition to the outside coat, the wax is also filled in
with a ceramic core to allow the final cast to be hollow. After this, a very fine
silica sand is coated onto the slurry, creating a ceramic shell around the wax.
 

Stage 6: Fettling

Stage 4: Ceramic Shell

The ceramic shell is then placed in a large oven, upside down. Once the oven
heats up, the wax melts and pours out through the risers, leaving the thin
negative space where the original sculpture occupied between the two layers of
ceramic shell. This is inspected and once again heated up and placed in the
pouring pit. Bronze ingots are heated up to 1200 degrees Celsius and poured into
the hollow space between the ceramic shell and allowed to cool and solidify.
 

The shell material is hammered away, revealing the bronze casting underneath. It
is then sand blasted to remove any remaining shell material from inside and
outside the bronze. 

All sections of the bronze are carefully aligned and welded together, and any
defects removed and chased to ensure the bronze sculpture looks the same as
the original artwork. The bronze sculpture is then chased to remove any sign of
welding.

Stage 7: Welding and Chasing

Stage 8: Patination

The desired colour for the sculpture is achieved by applying gradual layers of
heat (blowtorch) and chemicals. After this, the sculpture is sealed with a wax coat
and lacquer to protect the finish.



37

Photo Credit:
Cristina Schek for pictures of sculptures 1-7 and 9-13, Patrick Williamson for sculpture 8 and the last page of this
catalogue.

Following Page:
Charlie Sculpting the Bellowing Stag from his studio in Queen's Park, London.

Thanks:
The outstanding team at Morris Singer Foundry, lead by John and Graham, who always ensure my work is finished to the
highest standard. Cristina Schek and Patrick Williamson for the beautiful photography they have provided. Andrew
Coningsby and the gallery for helping me to produce my first solo show. All of the people who have commissioned me and
bought my work, your support has allowed me to do what I love for a living. Emma MacDermott and Mark Coreth for being
so extraordinarily generous with your time and advice over the years. Gerald Gradwell and Deborah Walter for all their
support with my sculpture and this exhibition. My brothers Hugo and Ed for their help with PR and copy (and general life
advice), Pod for his guidance in setting up the gallery, Harry Williams for his design skills, Imo Voorspuy for her help
arranging this collaboration with the TVCT, my wonderful parents and their undying support, Ed and Flora for putting up
with me, and finally Alice for allowing me to fill our home with bronze sculptures, despite the lack of space.
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